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Rainbow has been at the forefront 
of newborn care since 1958, when the 
renowned Dr. Benjamin Spock began 
his child-rearing research, and contin-
ued through the 1960s, when Rainbow 
insisted on allowing parents into inten-
sive care units for infants.

Vision 2010 strategic plan evolves
The NICU marks a key step in 

University Hospitals’ “Vision 2010” 

strategic plan. Vision 2010 calls for 
capital investments of more than $1 
billion over five years. The plan reaf-
firms a strong commitment to quality 
healthcare throughout Northeastern 
Ohio by repositioning and enhancing 
services, introducing a major electronic 
medical records and information tech-
nology initiative, and constructing new 
facilities more closely aligned with UH’s 
current position and future growth strat-

egies. In addition to the projects on the 
Case Medical Center campus, Vision 
2010 extends to many of the system’s 
suburban campuses and ambulatory care 
centers. The NICU is the first Vision 
2010 project completed, and the first 
to open on the Case Medical Center 
campus. In 2004, the Senate Omnibus 
Appropriations Bill designated $900,000 
to jump-start renovations in Cleveland’s 
Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital’s 
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New NICU at Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital pairs advanced medical 
technology with home-like environment
By John Elliott  |  Photos by Scott Pease

University Hospitals Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital continues its proud tradition of 
leadership in neonatal care with its recently completed, $26 million Quentin & Elisabeth 

Alexander Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) at its University Circle campus, offering 38 beds 
for babies. The new facility brings together advanced technology, research and surgery services in 
a home-like environment for families. 
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